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Foundational Theme - How to Serve the Lord with All Our Mind
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD:

And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, 

and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.

Deuteronomy 6:4-5
INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK OF MICAH
Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures supports the view of the verbal, plenary inspiration of the biblical text of the Holy Scriptures, meaning that every word originally written down by the authors in the sixty-six books of the Holy Canon were God-breathed when recorded by men, and that the Scriptures are therefore inerrant and infallible. Any view less than this contradicts the testimony of the Holy Scriptures themselves. For this reason, the Holy Scriptures contain both divine attributes and human attributes. While textual criticism engages with the variant readings of the biblical text, acknowledging its human attributes, faith in His Word acknowledges its divine attributes. These views demand the adherence of mankind to the supreme authority of the Holy Scriptures above all else. The Holy Scriptures can only be properly interpreted by the guidance of the Holy Spirit, an aspect of biblical scholarship that is denied by liberal views, causing much misunderstanding and misinterpretation of the Holy Scriptures.

Introductory Material- The introduction to the book of Micah will deal with its historical setting, literary style, and theological framework. 1] These three aspects of introductory material will serve as an important foundation for understanding God's message to us today from this divinely inspired book of the Holy Scriptures. 

1] Someone may associate these three categories with Hermann Gunkel's well-known three-fold approach to form criticism when categorizing the genre found within the book of Psalm: (1) "a common setting in life," (2) "thoughts and mood," (3) "literary forms." In addition, the Word Biblical Commentary uses "Form/Structure/Setting" preceding each commentary section. Although such similarities were not intentional, but rather coincidental, the author was aware of them and found encouragement from them when assigning the three-fold scheme of historical setting, literary style, and theological framework to his introductory material. See Hermann Gunkel, The Psalm: A Form-Critical Introduction, trans. Thomas M. Horner, in Biblical Series, vol 19, ed. John Reumann (Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Fortress Press, 1967), 10; see also Word Biblical Commentary, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard, and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas, Texas: Word Incorporated, 1989-2007).

HISTORICAL SETTING
"We dare not divorce our study from understanding the historical setting of every passage of Scripture 

if we are going to come to grips with the truth and message of the Bible." 

(J. Hampton Keathley) 2]

2] J. Hampton Keathley, III, "Introduction and Historical Setting for Elijah," (Bible.org) [on-line]; accessed 23May 2012; available from http://bible.org/seriespage/introduction-and-historical-setting-elijah; Internet.

Each book of the Holy Scriptures is cloaked within a unique historical setting. An examination of this setting is useful in the interpretation of the book because it provides the context of the passage of Scripture under examination. The section on the historical setting of the book of Micah will provide a discussion on its title, historical background, authorship, date and place of writing, recipients, and occasion. This discussion supports the Jewish tradition that Micah was the author of the book of Micah , with him and others recording his prophecies during his public ministry.

I. The Title
II. Historical Background
III. Authorship
A. Internal Evidence
B. External Evidence- If we look outside of biblical literature for clues to authorship and into other ancient Jewish literature from which much Jewish tradition is found, the Babylonian Talmud says that the men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther.

"And who wrote all the books? Moses wrote his book and a portion of Bil'am , xxii.], and Job. Jehoshua wrote his book and the last eight verses of the Pentateuch beginning: "And Moses, the servant of the Lord, died." Samuel wrote his book, Judges , and Ruth. David wrote Psalm , with the assistance of ten elders, viz.: Adam the First, Malachi Zedek, Abraham, Moses, Hyman, Jeduthun, Asaph, and the three sons of Korach. Jeremiah wrote his book, Kings, and Lamentations. King Hezekiah and his company wrote Isaiah ,, Proverbs ,, Song of Solomon , and Ecclesiastes. The men of the great assembly wrote Ezekiel , the Twelve Prophets, Daniel , and the Book of Esther. Ezra wrote his book, and Chronicles the order of all generations down to himself. [This may be a support to Rabh's theory, as to which, R. Jehudah said in his name, that Ezra had not ascended from Babylon to Palestine until he wrote his genealogy.] And who finished Ezra's book? Nehemiah ben Chachalyah." (Babylonian Talmud, Tract Baba Bathra (Last Gate), 1.Mishna 5) 3]

3] Michael L. Rodkinson, New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 13 (New York: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1902), 45.

IV. Date
The Scriptures record that the prophetic ministry of Micah , the Morasthite, took place during the reigns of Jothan, Ahaz and Hezekiah, the Kings of Judah. By looking at the dates of these kings, we find that Micah's ministry lasted as long as sixty years.

2. Jotham- Twelfth king of Judah, 758 - 741 B.C, reigned 16 years.

3. Ahaz- Thirteenth king of Judah, 741-726 B.C, reigned about 16 years.

4. Hezekiah- Fourteenth king of Judah, 726 - 701 B.C, reigned 25 years. 

Jeremiah also mentions Micah's ministry during the reign of King Hezekiah.

Jeremiah 26:18, "Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Zion shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of a forest."

We read that Isaiah also prophesied during this period in Israel's history. This means that Micah and Isaiah were contemporaries and probably knew each other.

Isaiah 1:1, "The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah."

V. Recipients
VI. Occasion
LITERARY STYLE (GENRE)
"Perhaps the most important issue in interpretation is the issue of genre. 

If we misunderstand the genre of a text, the rest of our analysis will be askew."

(Thomas Schreiner) 4]

4] Thomas R. Schreiner, Interpreting the Pauline Epistles, second edition (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Academic, c 1990, 2011), 11.

Within the historical setting of the kingdom of Israel, the author of the book of Micah chose to write using the literary style of the ancient prophetic literature. Thus, the book of Micah is assigned to the literary genre called "prophecy." Included in the genre of prophecy are the three books of the Old Testament major prophets and twelve minor prophets. 

THEOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK
"Scholarly excellence requires a proper theological framework." 

(Andreas Ksenberger) 5]

5] Andreas J. Ksenberger, Excellence: The Character of God and the Pursuit of Scholarly Virtue (Wheaton, Illinois: Crossway, 2011), 161.

Based upon the historical setting and literary style of the book of Micah , an examination of the purpose, thematic scheme, and literary structure to this book of the Holy Scriptures will reveal its theological framework. This introductory section will sum up its theological framework in the form of an outline, which is then used to identify smaller units or pericopes within the book of Micah for preaching and teaching passages of Scripture while following the overriding message of the book. Following this outline allows the minister of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to take his followers on a spiritual journey that brings them to the same destination that the author intended his readers to reach.

VII. Purpose
VIII. Thematic Scheme
IX. Literary Structure
X. Outline of Book
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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-16 

Micah 1:1 The word of the LORD that came to Micah the Morasthite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.
Micah 1:1 — Comments - The Dates of Micah's Ministry- JFB tells us that Micah flourished between 757 B.C. and 699 B.C, in the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah. 6]

6] Robert Jamieson, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown, Micah , in A Commentary, Critical and Explanatory, on the Old and New Testaments, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), "Introduction."

Comments - The Manner in which Divine Oracles were Delivered unto the Prophets- God spoke through the Old Testament prophets in various ways, as the author of the epistle of Hebrews says, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets…" ( Hebrews 1:1). The Lord spoke divine oracles ( מַשָּׂא) through the Old Testament prophets in three general ways, as recorded in the book of Hosea , "I have also spoken by the prophets, and have multiplied visions; I have given symbols through the witness of the prophets." ( Hosea 12:10) (NKJV) In other words, the prophets spoke to Israel through the words they received, they described divine visions to the people, and they acted out as divine drama an oracle from the Lord.

(1) The Word of the Lord Came to the Prophets- God gave the prophets divine pronouncements to deliver to the people, as with Hosea 1:1. The opening verses of a number of prophetic books say, "the word of the Lord came to the prophet…" Thus, these prophets received a divine utterance from the Lord.

(2) The Prophets Received Divine Visions- God gave the prophets divine visions ( חָזוֹן), so they prophesied what they saw ( חזה) (to see). Thus, these two Hebrew words are found in Isaiah 1:1, Obadiah 1:1, Nahum 1:1, and Habakkuk 1:1. Ezekiel saw visions ( מַרְאָה) of God.

(3) God Told the Prophets to Deliver Visual Aids as Symbols of Divine Oracles- God asked the prophets to demonstrate divine oracles to the people through symbolic language. For example, Isaiah walked naked for three years as a symbol of Assyria's dominion over Egypt and Ethiopia ( Isaiah 20:1-6). Ezekiel demonstrated the siege of Jerusalem using clay tiles ( Ezekiel 4:1-3), then he laid on his left side for many days, then on his right side, to demonstrate that God will require Israel to bear its iniquities.

Micah 1:5 For the transgression of Jacob is all this, and for the sins of the house of Israel. What is the transgression of Jacob? is it not Samaria? and what are the high places of Judah? are they not Jerusalem?
Micah 1:5 — "Samaria…Jerusalem" - Comments- Samaria and Jerusalem were the religious centers of the northern and southern kingdoms, respectively.

Micah 1:10 Declare ye it not at Gath, weep ye not at all: in the house of Aphrah roll thyself in the dust.
Micah 1:10 — "Declare ye it not at Gath" - Word Study on "Gath" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Gath" ( גַּת) (H 1661) means, "winepress," as it is a derivative of the primitive root ( גַּת) (H 1660), which means, "winepress."

Comments- The city of Gath was one of the five chief cities of the Philistines during the times of the judges and the early kingdom. It was the home of Goliath the giant whom David killed.

Comments- The phrase "Tell it not in Gath," was penned by David in his lament over the deaths of Saul and Jonathan. 

2 Samuel 1:20, "Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Askelon; lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph."

It seems to have become a proverb in Israel over the years and is used here in Micah 1:11. The Israelites would not want their enemies to know about their troubles since there would be rejoicing and scorn by those who wanted to see the punishment of Israel. 

Micah 1:10 — "weep ye not at all" - Comments- We can imagine how the Israelites were struggling over the choice of whether to weep over God's judgment upon them, or whether to hold back such mourning lest they bear the brunt of laughter and ridicule from their worst enemy, the Philistines.

Micah 1:10 — "in the house of Aphrah roll thyself in the dust" - Word Study on "the house of Aphrah" - The Hebrew phrase ( בֵּית לְעַפְרָה) is often translated by modern English versions as "Beth-Aphrah," which means, "house to (i.e. of) dust" (H 1036) (Strong). This word is used only once in the Old Testament. Strong says the name "Aphrah" is a derivative of the primitive root ( עָפָר) (6083), which means, "dust, clay, earth, mud, ashes, ground, morter, powder, rubbish."

Comments- Micah was evidently using a pun with the words "Aphrah" and "dust" as they are the same Hebrew words. 

Micah 1:11 Pass ye away, thou inhabitant of Saphir, having thy shame naked: the inhabitant of Zaanan came not forth in the mourning of Bethezel; he shall receive of you his standing.
Micah 1:11 — "Pass ye away, thou inhabitant of Saphir, having thy shame naked" - Word Study on "Saphir" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Saphir" ( שָׁפִיר) (H 8208) means, "beautiful." This word is used only one time in the Old Testament. Strong says this name is a derivative of primitive root ( שָׁפַר) (H 8231), which means, "to glisten, to be fair." This primitive root is also used only once in the Old Testament ( Psalm 16:6).

Psalm 16:6, "The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage."

Micah 1:11 — "the inhabitant of Zaanan came not forth in the mourning of Bethezel" - Word Study on "Zaanan" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Zaanan" ( צַאֲנָן) (H 6630) means, "sheep pasture," and is derived from an unused primitive root that means, "to migrate." It is used only one time in the Old Testament. Thus, Gesenius says the name of this town means, "place of flocks."

Word Study on "came (not) forth" - Strong says the Hebrew word "came forth" ( יָצָא) (H 3318) is a primitive root that means, "to go out," with a great variety of meanings.

Comments- Micah was evidently using a pun with the words "Zaanan" and "came forth" as they share the same meaning and are similar in spelling. 

Word Study on "Bethezel" - Gesenius says the Hebrew name "Bethezel" ( בֵּית הָאֵצֶל) (H 1018) means, "house of firm root." Strong says it means, "house of the side." PTW says it means, "a place near." Strong says it is derived from the primitive root ( אָצַל) (680), which means, "to join," and "to separate, select, refuse, contract."

Micah 1:11 — "he shall receive of you his standing" - Word Study on "he shall receive" - Strong says the Hebrew word "receive" ( לָקַח) (3947) is a commonly used primitive root meaning, "to take," with a wide variety of meanings.

Word Study on "standing" - Strong says the Hebrew word "standing" ( עֶמְדָּה) (H 5979) means, "a station, i.e. domicile, standing." It is used only one time in the Old Testament. Strong says it is derived from the primitive root ( עָמַד) (5975), which means, "to stand."

Micah 1:12 For the inhabitant of Maroth waited carefully for good: but evil came down from the LORD unto the gate of Jerusalem.
Micah 1:13 O thou inhabitant of Lachish, bind the chariot to the swift beast: she is the beginning of the sin to the daughter of Zion: for the transgressions of Israel were found in thee.
Micah 1:14 Therefore shalt thou give presents to Moreshethgath: the houses of Achzib shall be a lie to the kings of Israel.
Micah 1:15 Yet will I bring an heir unto thee, O inhabitant of Mareshah: he shall come unto Adullam the glory of Israel.
Micah 1:16 Make thee bald, and poll thee for thy delicate children; enlarge thy baldness as the eagle; for they are gone into captivity from thee.
Micah 1:16 — "enlarge thy baldness as the eagle" - Word Study on "eagle" - Strong says the Hebrew word "eagle" ( נֶשֶׁר) (H 5404) means, "the eagle (or other large bird of prey)." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 26 times in the Old Testament, bring translated in the KJV as "eagle 26." Gesenius tells us that this Hebrew word can carry a wider range of meanings beside "eagle." He says that the reference in Micah 1:16 refers to a bird that is bald, which more closely describes a vulture than an eagle, and Job 39:30 and Proverbs 30:17 describe a bird that eats carcasses, something more likely to describe a vulture than an eagle.

Job 39:27-30, "Doth the eagle mount up at thy command, and make her nest on high? She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place. From thence she seeketh the prey, and her eyes behold afar off. Her young ones also suck up blood: and where the slain are, there is she."

Proverbs 30:17, "The eye that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it."

Another more likely reference to the vulture than the eagle in the New Testament is seen in Matthew 24:28, "For wheresoever the carcase Isaiah , there will the eagles be gathered together."

Micah 1:10-16 — Comments - The Use of Puns- We find in Micah 1:10-16 a number of puns where the prophet used the name of the cities of Israel's enemies to describe Israel's punishment.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-13 

Micah 2:1 Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil upon their beds! when the morning is light, they practise it, because it is in the power of their hand.
Micah 2:1 — Comments- The bed is not only a place of rest, but of meditation as well. I keep a notepad by my bed to write down thoughts as they come to me, and rise up the next morning to carry out these tasks. It is a time when the Holy Spirit speaks to me. As for these people described in Micah 2:1, their wicked hearts devised iniquity while resting and meditating upon their beds.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-12 

Micah 3:1-3 — Comments- Our minds have a difficult time imagining how human beings can commit such atrocities against one another, but these events described in Micah 3:1-3 have happened repeatedly throughout history. During the first few centuries of the early Church, a number of Roman Emperors committed such atrocities against Christians in an attempt to stop this "new religion" from spreading throughout their empire. These horrible acts did not stop until Emperor Constantine was converted to Christianity. The Muslims have used their religion of Islam to do similar atrocities against many nations and innocent people in the name of their religion since this religion was created in the seventh century A.D. Adolf Hitler also committed such atrocities against the Jews in Europe before and during World War II by killing six million Jews. 7] Many historians believe he was steeped in occult. 8] Most recently the "Lord's Resistance Army," led by Joseph Kony, has committed similar atrocities since 1987, mixing witchcraft with cannibalism and the torture of human lives. 9]

7] Peter Hoffmann, "Adolf Hitler," in The Word Book Encyclopedia, vol 9 (Chicago: World Book, Inc, 1994), 264-268.

8] "Adolf Hitler," Wikipedia The Free Encyclopedia (San Francisco, California: Wikipedia Foundation, Inc.) [on-line]; accessed 29 September 2009; available from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adolf_Hitler"s_religious_beliefs; Internet.

9] "Lord's Resistance Army," Wikipedia The Free Encyclopedia (San Francisco, California: Wikipedia Foundation, Inc.) [on-line]; accessed 29 September 2009; available from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lord"s_Resistance_Army; Internet.

Micah 3:4 Then shall they cry unto the LORD, but he will not hear them: he will even hide his face from them at that time, as they have behaved themselves ill in their doings.
Micah 3:5-7 — The Cessation of Israel's Prophets - Micah 3:5-7 predicts a time when Israel's prophets will cease from prophesying. Israel had no prophets for four hundred years before Christ. When the prophets ceased to prophesy, the Old Testament canon was closed. This is confirmed by Josephus, who says, "It is true, our history hath been written since Artaxerxes very particularly, but hath not been esteemed of the like authority with the former by our forefathers, because there hath not been an exact succession of prophets since that time." (Against Apion 18) In addition, the opening verse of the book of Hebrews states that the Old Testament was delivered to us by His prophets ( Hebrews 1:1-2), thus revealing the fact that the Old Testament prophets were the ones who kept the canon open.

Hebrews 1:1-2, "God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Song of Solomon , whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;"

Micah 3:12 Therefore shall Zion for your sake be plowed as a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of the forest.
Micah 3:12 — Comments- Micah's prophecy was delivered to Judah and Hezekiah repented, thus turning away divine judgment and the utter destruction of Jerusalem ( Jeremiah 26:18-19). The Lord also repented at the prophetic destruction of Nineveh under Jonah's ministry ( Jonah 3:10).

Jeremiah 26:18-19, "Micah the Morasthite prophesied in the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, and spake to all the people of Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD of hosts; Zion shall be plowed like a field, and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high places of a forest. Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him at all to death? did he not fear the LORD, and besought the LORD, and the LORD repented him of the evil which he had pronounced against them? Thus might we procure great evil against our souls."

Jonah 3:10, "And God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God repented of the evil, that he had said that he would do unto them; and he did it not."

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-13 

Micah 4:1-3 — Comments- Micah 4:1-3 is identical to Isaiah 2:2-4. 

Micah 4:4 But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it.
Micah 4:4 — "But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree" - Comments- This phrase came to mean a time of peace and prosperity ( 1 Kings 4:25, Zechariah 3:10).

1 Kings 4:25, "And Judah and Israel dwelt safely, every man under his vine and under his fig tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all the days of Solomon."

Zechariah 3:10, "In that day, saith the LORD of hosts, shall ye call every man his neighbour under the vine and under the fig tree."

Micah 4:8 And thou, O tower of the flock, the strong hold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem.
Micah 4:8 — "O tower of the flock" - Word Study on "the flock" - Strong says the Hebrew word "flock" "eder" ( עֵדֶר) (H 5739) means, "an arrangement, a muster (of animals), drove, flock, herd." The Enhanced Strong says it is used 38 times in the Old Testament, being translated in the KJV as "flock 32, drove 4, herds 2."

Comments- The phrase "O tower of the flock" occurs on once in the Old Testament. It is also translated "Migdal-eder" (JPS, Rotherham), "tower of Eder" (YLT), and "watchtower of the flock" (God'sWord). John Gill and others believe that phrase refers to a place in Israel called the "Tower of Eder (Edor)," which is located just outside of the city of Bethlehem. It is believed to be indicative of the birthplace of David, as well as that of the Messiah, as Micah later indicates in his prophecies ( Micah 5:2). 10]

10] John Gill, Micah , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on Micah 4:8.

Micah 5:2, "But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting."

Another view suggests that the "tower of the flock" symbolizes the city Jerusalem, which described as a vantage point by which God oversees and protects His sheep, the people of Israel (compare Micah 2:12). 11] Thus, the two phrases "O tower of the flock" and "the stronghold of the daughter of Zion" would stand in apposition and both refer to Jerusalem. 

11] Adam Clarke, Micah , in Adam Clarke"s Commentary, Electronic Database (Seattle, WA: Hendrickson Publishers Inc, 1996), in P.C. Study Bible, v 31 [CD-ROM] (Seattle, WA: Biblesoft Inc, 1993-2000), notes on Micah 4:8.

Micah 2:12, "I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of their fold: they shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men."

Micah 4:8 — "the stronghold of the daughter of Zion" - Comments- It is generally agreed that the phrase "the stronghold of the daughter of Zion" is indicative of the city Jerusalem, where David ruled and where the Messiah will one day rule and reign over all the earth, as is indicated in the previous verse ( Micah 4:7).

Micah 4:8 — "unto thee shall it come, even the first dominion; the kingdom shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem." - Comments- One modern English paraphrases this statement to read, "your former government will come back to you. The kingdom will return to the people of Jerusalem." (God'sWord)

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-15 

Micah 5:2 — "whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting" - Comments- Jesus has always been in existence, even before He took upon Himself the form of a servant.

Micah 5:2 — Comments- As with many Old Testament prophecies of the Messiah, Micah 5:2 makes a reference to the first and the second comings of Jesus Christ. With His first coming, the prophet says that He will be born in the city of Bethlehem. At His Second Coming He will become Ruler over the people of Israel. We know that the Jews rejected the Messiah at His first coming and did not allow Him to rule over them. However, Israel will recognize the Messiah at His second coming and will allow Him to become their Ruler for eternity. The last part of this verse refers to Jesus' divine nature, His pre-incarnate existence, by saying, "whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting." Thus, within this one short verse, we have a revelation of the Messiah's identity in eternity past, in His incarnation and in eternity future.

Micah 5:3 Therefore will he give them up, until the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel.
Micah 5:3 — "will he give them up" - Comments- Israel will reject Jesus, and he will go to the Gentiles until the fullness of the Gentiles come, that Isaiah , until all nations will hear the Gospel first ( Matthew 24; Matthew 14, Mark 13:10). 

Matthew 24:14, "And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come."

Mark 13:10, "And the gospel must first be published among all nations."

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-16 

Micah 6:5 O my people, remember now what Balak king of Moab consulted, and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him from Shittim unto Gilgal; that ye may know the righteousness of the LORD.
Micah 6:5 — "from Shittim unto Gilgal" - Comments- Shittim was a place where Israel encamped just before just before crossing Jordan ( Joshua 3:1). Gilgal was the place where Israel first encamped after crossing Jordan ( Joshua 4:19).

Joshua 3:1, "And Joshua rose early in the morning; and they removed from Shittim, and came to Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over."

Joshua 4:19, "And the people came up out of Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and encamped in Gilgal, in the east border of Jericho."

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-20 

Micah 7:6 For the son dishonoureth the father, the daughter riseth up against her mother, the daughter in law against her mother in law; a man"s enemies are the men of his own house.
Micah 7:5-6 — Comments - Human Depravity- Micah 7:5-6 describes a society that has broken down, even unto the institution of the family. No one could trust one another. Even family members dishonoured one another. The society was completely without a sense of integrity and moral ethics.

Micah 7:14-20 — Israel's Future Glorification - Micah 7:14-20 speaks of Israel's future glorification.

Micah 7:14 Feed thy people with thy rod, the flock of thine heritage, which dwell solitarily in the wood, in the midst of Carmel: let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old.
Micah 7:14 — "let them feed in Bashan and Gilead, as in the days of old" - Comments- Bashan and Gilead were regions that provided fertile fields on the sides of the hills where livestock grazed until they were fat ( Psalm 68:15, Song of Solomon 6:5-6, Amos 4:1). Micah 7:14 uses metaphorical language to refer to a place of abundance and fatness from God's blessings.

Psalm 68:15, "The hill of God is as the hill of Bashan; an high hill as the hill of Bashan."

Song of Solomon 6:5-6, "Turn away thine eyes from me, for they have overcome me: thy hair is as a flock of goats that appear from Gilead. Thy teeth are as a flock of sheep which go up from the washing, whereof every one beareth twins, and there is not one barren among them."

Amos 4:1, "Hear this word, ye kine of Bashan, that are in the mountain of Samaria, which oppress the poor, which crush the needy, which say to their masters, Bring, and let us drink."

Micah 7:17 They shall lick the dust like a serpent, they shall move out of their holes like worms of the earth: they shall be afraid of the LORD our God, and shall fear because of thee.
Micah 7:17 — "they shall move out of their holes like worms of the earth" - — Comments- In 2004the U.S. troop surrounded a house in Iraq on a tip that the former dictator Saddam Hussein was in hiding there. They discovered him hiding in a cellar at a farmhouse across the river from one of his palaces. When these troops took the cover off and saw this man inside, they ordered him out. He squeezed through the narrow opening to the top and said, "I am the President of Iraq and I want to negotiate." 12] Shortly afterwards, Paul Crouch read Micah 7:17 on his program Behind the Scenes as a fulfillment of this prophecy. 13] 

12] Bret Baier, Rita Cosby and Jim Angle and The Associated Press, "Saddam Captured Like "Like a Rat" in a Raid," FoxNews.com, 14December 2003 [on-line]; accessed 29 September 2009; available from http://www.foxnews.com/story/0 ,2933 ,105706 ,00.html; Internet.
13] Paul Crouch, "Sermon," Behind the Scenes, on Trinity Broadcasting Network (Santa Ana, California, 2004), television program.

Micah 7:18 Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy.
Micah 7:18 — "Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression of the remnant of his heritage?" - Comments- Micah 7:18 describes the divine nature of God. In a number of passages in Scripture His various attributes are revealed. This verse reveals the aspect of God's compassionate nature. 

"he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in mercy" - Comments- God actually takes pleasure in showing someone mercy and grace.

Micah 7:19 He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.
Micah 7:20 Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.
Micah 7:20 — Comments- Micah 7:20 refers to the Abrahamic covenant with God's people.

